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Hurricane Irma was one of several significant weather events to blow through Union County
in 2017. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

event, but still a natural
phenomenon, the Aug. 21
Total Solar Eclipse brought
a breathtaking experience
to Union and neighboring
counties.

Thousands of people
flocked to the area to view the
rare eclipse, as Union County
was lucky enough to have one
of the longest viewing times
within the Path of Totality at
nearly two minutes.

Meanwhile, almost from
the moment 2017 arrived,
the Blairsville-Union County
community bade farewell
to longstanding community
icons.

On Jan.5, retired U.S.

Army Maj. Leon Davenport,
90, died following a period
of declining health. Maj.
Davenport, the former
longtime CEO at Union
General Hospital, was the
most decorated war veteran in
Union County history. He also
is the namesake of the Veterans
Building off Georgia Highway
515 in Blairsville.

Maj. Davenport was
interred in Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia,
later in the year.

Dr. George D. Gowder
Jr., 86, died peacefully at his
home on Wednesday, Jan. 11,
after an extended illness.

Affectionately called

Ledford wins Paul Green Award

Brenda Kay Ledford
received the Paul Green Mul-
timedia Award from North
Carolina Society of Histori-
ans for her blog, “Clay Coun-
ty Yore.” The seventy-sixth
annual awards ceremony was
held at the Stone Center in
North Wilkesboro, NC on No-
vember 11, 2017. A native of
Clay County, Ledford has re-
ceived the Paul Green Award
10 times for her books, blogs,
and collecting oral history on
Southern Appalachia.

For information: www.
ncsocietyofhistorians.org  or
claycountyyore.blogspot.
com.

“Dr. George” by all who knew
him, he and Blairsville-Union
County were synonymous.

From the moment he
arrived in 1959, after U.S.
Sen. Richard Russell (D-GA)
secured an early release for
him from the U.S. Air Force to
allow him to practice medicine
in the underserved area of
Union County, Dr. George fell
in love with his new home.

Brenda Abercrombie
dedicated more than 22 years
of her life to public service in
Union County, earning a solid
reputation along the way as a
calming voice in the center of
any emergency.

Abercrombie worked as
anight shift dispatcher at Union
County E-911 Communications
Center, and her colleagues
thought of her as the mother of
dispatch services.

So. Appalachian
Modern Quilt
Guild meeting

Come join us on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month,
6 p.m. at Bless My Stitches
quilt shop in Murphy, NC. Our
guild serves the tri-state area
of Western North Carolina,
North Georgia and Eastern
Tennessee. Come explore new
ways to create modern quilts!
Questions call Pam Howard —
828-835-6025.

Her untimely death
on March 14 took many by
surprise, as she had been
recovering nicely from a
November 2016 double lung
transplant surgery.

Blairsville City
Councilwoman Martha Cone,
78, passed away at Erlanger
Medical Center in Chattanooga,
Tennessee,on Monday, May 1,
following a brief illness.

Her memorial service
took place inside the sanctuary
of her home church, First United
Methodist of Union County,
where she directed the church’s
Child Enrichment Center for
more than 20 years.

Cone’s sister Mary
Ruth Cook and Jonathan Love
both qualified for the vacant
Blairsville City Council post
once held by Martha Cone.
Cook won the seat in the
November Special Election.

The Union County
community was in mourning

Also in 2017, John Hill of Union County Schools was tapped
to take over as system superintendent to start the 2018-2019
school year. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

in mid-November following
the loss of Ruth Ann Miner of
the Suches community. The
79-year-old retired chairperson

of the Union County Elections
Board passed away on Saturday,
Nov. 18, following a brief
illness.

DAR’s Community

The Community Class-
room Committee of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution was established by
the National Society in 2016
to enhance daughters’ service
to America. Through Com-
munity work Blairsville’s Old
Unicoi Trail Chapter, NSDAR,
seeks to encourage Daughters
to volunteer to provide addi-
tional support to teachers and
children in classrooms and
schools in their own commu-
nities throughout the nation.
Again this year, your local
Chapter Community Class-
room committee has adopted
Woody Gap School to provide
financial support.

The committee chaired
by Cayce Davenport Friedly of
Blairsville presented a check
to Woody Gap Principal Carol
Knight $250 for the student
activity fund for field trips and
other school activities. Addi-
tionally, two $100 gift cards
were made available for stu-
dents’ families for Christmas
shopping.The chapter presented
wrist pedometers to the school
for use as student incentives
for perfect attendance, grades,
or good behavior. Members’
contributions fund Community
Classroom activities.

Old Unicoi Trail is
pleased to support Woody Gap
School, a K-12 school in the
Suches community of Union
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Classroom visits Woody Gap School

Friedly, Carol Knight and Sandie Harbuck.

County. This is the second
year the Chapter has support-
ed Woody Gap School. Chap-
ter Treasurer, Sandie Harbuck
of Blairsville states, “It is Old
Unicoi Trail’s privilege and ob-
ligation to help our local class-
rooms achieve their goals.”
Recently the Georgia Society
Community Classroom chair
Suellen Dennis of Marietta
praised Old Unicoi Trail for its
involvement in its community
schools. The Chapter’s 2016
Community Classroom proj-
ect was the first from Georgia
to be reported to the National

Society.

The DAR was founded
in 1890 to promote historic
preservation, education and
patriotism. Its members are de-
scended from the patriots who
won American independence
during the Revolutionary War.
Members of Old Unicoi Trail
come primarily from Union,
Towns, and Fannin counties
in GA and Clay and Cherokee
counties in North Carolina.

Forinformation on mem-
bership or to attend a meeting
as a guest, email oldunicoi-
trail @ gmail.com. NT(Jan3,A)SH

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes

AR

FIRST THING WE BUILD I A CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP-

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town sy
Blairsville 6A 30512

GANNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

L

TAXES FOR
SMALL BUSINESS
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com
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706-835-1209

FREE f
DELIVERY! :

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Su

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA
djtracey5@yahoo.com

RECOVE
WAL 0V,
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResidential

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 106-743-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

SeEams SEw SIMPLE

Upholstery

Upholstery Repairs
Furniture, Boats, & More!
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com

235 Old Farm View 239-963-7166
Blairsville, GA 30512  Joseph Janicki

Trail Rides at Trackrock
Winter Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail
rides ~ $25

706-745-5252
Offer Expires ~ March 8, 2018
Valid daily except Holiday weekends

Additional Restrictions Apply~call for reservations www. Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG

| Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes + Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
QOil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com

st
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NORTH
GEORGIA
MOVING

@"—- Local & Long Haule

20 Years Experience « Insured

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile” g3

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145  706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

Michael “Tator” Tate

706-745-1424

We customize in floral arrangements
Jor Weddings, Funerals and other
Special Events.

Pre-Order your Valentine’s Flowers
now and get FREE delivery!

The Doll Shop &Tey Stose

Children’s Books, Toys & Games
18" Vinyl Dolls & Baby Dolls
Doll Clothes, Shoes & Accessories
that fit 18" dolls including
The American Girl Doll
1533 Blue Ridge Hwy.

Blairsville, GA 30512
727-420-6023

Have You Received Notice That Your
Health Premiums Are Increasing?

| Can Help! Polly Agee

Flexible Affordable (678) 644-4058

Health Coverage www.ushagent.com/pollyagee
Call Today For a FREE Quote

]

Exclusions and lmitabions apply. See Licensed Agent for detals

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Installing
Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock
Finishing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Texturing

706-745-5307



